
New recipes of RGB composite images from 
Himawari-8 

 
 

A summary from the JMA presentation "New recipes of RGB composite 
images from Himawari-8 developed by JMA" as presented at AOMSUC-7 

and other references. 

Should you use these resources please acknowledge the Australian Bureau of Meteorology 
Training Centre. In addition, you need to retain acknowledgement in the PowerPoint slides of 

the Japan Meteorological Agency and any other sources of information.  
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Part 1: Water Vapor RGBs products compared to Airmass RGB 

Water Vapors (other version) RGB 

Water Vapors RGB Airmass RGB 

High and mid level: humid 

Cloudless, dry 

Mid-level cloud, mid and low 
level :humid  

High-mid level: dry 

Cold airmass 

Warm airmass 

Jet advection 

High level: humid 

All level: humid 

Thick, high level cloud 

Mid level: humid 

Airmass RGB is useful to grasp the 
distribution of air masses and  the flow 
of air currents. 
 
But  it is difficult to see the water vapor 
distribution for each vertical level by 
using Airmass RGB. 
 
JMA/MSC is going to develop the water 
vapor RGBs. 

High level: humid 
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Part 1: Tropical Airmass RGB  
Application for AHI/Himawari-8 (based on EUMETSAT article) 

Band Gamma TBB/Reflectivity range 

R B10(W3 7.3)-B08(WV6.2) 1.0 0.6 26.2 [K] 

G B13(IR 10.4)-B12(O3 9.6) 1.0 -26.2 27.4[K] 

B B08(WV6.2) 1.0 208.5 243.9 [K] 

cold, high clouds 
(overshooting top) 

A part of Interpretation 
(under investigation) 

http:// www.eumetsat.int/website/home/Images/ImageLibrary/DAT_2861499.html 

from "New recipes of RGB composite images from Himawari-8 developed by JMA", A. Shimizu JMA 

Micronesia 

http://www.eumetsat.int/website/home/Images/ImageLibrary/DAT_2861499.html
http://www.eumetsat.int/website/home/Images/ImageLibrary/DAT_2861499.html
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Part 2: Variations to the Day Convection RGB product 


